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President’s Report – Foothills EDA

Hello from the Foothills Electoral District 
Association! 

Well, it has been a busy year here in the riding 
as well as across the country! Of course, the 
biggest news is the election the Honorable 
Pierre Poilievre as the new Leader of the 
Conservative Party of Canada. With a 
resounding 68.15% of the vote, we are happy 
to welcome Mr. Poilievre as our new leader 
and (hopefully sooner rather than later!) the 
next Prime Minister of Canada. 

Locally I am happy to report our annual golf 
tournament was a great success. The event 
this year was held at the Crowsnest Pass golf 
club; it was an absolutely beautiful day, and 
the location could not have been better.  
Thank you to all who attended and sponsored 
the event and a huge thank you to our 
volunteers! Without our great volunteers and 
their tireless efforts this event would not be 
possible so again, huge thanks to the fund-
raising committee specifically, our outgoing 
chair Debra Janzen, for their efforts.

I am happy to report that the date and location 
of our next annual convention has been set. It 
will be held September 7-9 of 2023 in Quebec 
City. This is an important event and a great 
chance for us as an EDA to connect with other 
ridings across the country and share ideas 
and perspectives. Please stay tuned in the 
new year for updates on the convention. 

I would also like to congratulate our MP Mr. 
Barlow on being given the Shadow Ag minister 
portfolio. John is very well suited to this role 
and we as a board are happy to support him 
in any way we can. Foothills riding is a large 
and diverse district with a broad cross section 
of industries and issues, but agriculture is at 
the heart of this riding and to have John in 

Ottawa and around the world representing us 
as well as the Ag industry is something that 
every member should take pride in. Thank 
you John for your dedication to this riding.

Thanks to your continued support, financially, 
our board is in a very strong position. We are 
more than prepared for an election and hope 
that we can leverage our strong financial 
position to help other ridings across Canada. 
This will be done through the Outreach 
Committee chaired by Mr. Bryan Walton. Last 
election we were able to support 7 different 
ridings across Canada and we hope to 
continue building relationships as we move 
forward into the next election. The purpose of 
the Committee is not only to provide financial 
assistance, but, also, to provide hands on 
support.   

I would like to thank the dedicated members 
of the board as well as the membership of 
Foothills for your support and efforts during 
the leadership campaign and am happy to 
report that the Foothills riding has some of the 
highest membership numbers in the entire 
country. This is great news to see such an 
active and motivated membership. Being that 
we are in a minority government, it will be a 
major goal for this board moving forward to 
maintain that high membership rate within the 
EDA so that we are in as strong position 
should an election be called. 

Please feel free to visit our website https://
cpcfoothills.ca/ to keep up to date on the 
Association. Also, if you are interested in 
getting involved with the Association, please 
feel free to contact us through our website. 
You do not need to be a board member to sit 
on a committee or to attend meetings.

Wade Nelson –  
President 

Inside this Issue:

President’s Message 1
 
John’s Message 2
 
Leadership  
Review Call 3

Communications
Update 3
 
Board and MP Contacts 4 

Fall 2022
Volume 7, Number 1



John Barlow
MP - Foothills

Fighting Liberal

Tax Hikes

A great deal has occurred since our last 
Foothills Conservative EDA newsletter 
last year, but I am extremely enthusiastic 
with what I believe to be a bright future for 
the Conservative Party under the 
leadership of Pierre Poilievre. 

Pierre garnered a massive majority in the 
recent leadership vote winning 330 of the 
338 ridings across Canada giving him a 
strong mandate to lead our party into the 
next election.

Nowhere was support for Pierre greater 
than in the Foothills riding where Pierre 
received more than 4200 votes, the most 
of any riding in the country. However, 
what is most exciting is our CPC now 
boasts more than 670,000 members 
across Canada, an unprecedented 
milestone for a Canadian political party. 
Once again, Foothills leads the way with 
more than 7400 members. This is 
incredible, and I want to thank all of you 
who purchased a membership for being 
engaged in the leadership campaign, 
regardless of which candidate you 
supported. 

For the Foothills EDA one of our top 
priorities will be to keep our long-time and 
new members involved not only nationally, 
but certainly also with our local EDA and 
functions hosted by our team. 

Foothills EDA is recognized nationally as 
an active, dedicated and knowledgeable 
EDA. Our team is integral when it comes 
to policy and constitutional reform, 
fundraising for elections here and across 
Canada and as a mentor to other EDAs 
and campaigns. 

I am extremely proud of the work our 
30-member board of directors and our 
Friends of the Board take on. As I said, 
our focus is to reach out to the 7400 CPC 
members in Foothills and invite you all to 
participate as CPC members of the 
Foothills riding. Watch for exclusive 
invitations to events throughout the year 
to meet our board, other MPs and provide 
your input on policy and platform. 

We need you because we have a big job 

to do and, for the sake of Canada, we 
have to get that job done. Our job, as 
CPC members, is to help defeat a tired, 
unethical and incompetent Trudeau 
government and elect a strong, stable, 
majority Conservative government under 
the leadership of Prime Minister Pierre 
Poilievre.  

Right now, instead of providing Canadians 
relief, Trudeau is raising taxes on people 
who are struggling to make ends meet. 
For example. the costly NDP-Liberal 
coalition voted against our Conservative 
motion calling for no new taxes. They 
want you to pay more.

 In a time of record inflation Conservatives 
are demanding the Liberals abandon their 
planned tax hikes on food, fuel, home 
heating and paycheques. By tripling the 
carbon tax the Liberals are demanding 
Canadians pay more to fuel Trudeau’s 
out-of-control spending. They are 
demanding seniors pay more. They are 
demanding youth pay more. They are 
demanding single mothers pay more. 
They are demanding our small business 
owners pay more. They are certainly 
demanding our Canadian farmers and 
energy workers pay more.  In a time of 
global food and energy insecurity, when 
we need Canadian agriculture and energy 
to be firing on all cylinders to meet 
demand, Trudeau is attacking our critical 
industries. If the carbon tax is increased 
to $170/tonne it will make the affordability 
crisis worse. Food prices are already up 
more than 10%, the highest inflation rate 
in 40 years. 

Again, the increased carbon and payroll 
taxes are driving up food prices, impacting 
every single Canadian in every single 
corner of the country, as many Canadians 
are unable to feed their families, afford a 
home or put fuel in their cars.

 I’ll keep fighting for lower taxes, we 
cannot afford not to do so.  I invite you, as 
our CPC members, to help in any way you 
can. 

John Barlow

MP REPORT

CONTACT US  #14 900 VILLAGE LANE SUITE 305 OKOTOKS, AB T1S 1Z6



On January 22, 2022 as part of a regular monthly meeting for the Foothills Conservative 
Party Electoral District Association (EDA), a motion was passed by the Board of 
Directors formally requesting National Council and Party Leadership to hold a leadership 
review by June 15, 2022. 

In addition, the commitment was made to share the Foothills motion with all other EDAs 
across Canada to test for support of the question. The Board also committed to asking 
MP John Barlow to bring the motion and its results to caucus for discussion.

With the highest riding membership in the CPC at currently over 7,000 members, the 
Foothills riding is a diverse riding with a mix of both a large rural population in addition 
to very active urban representation from High River, Okotoks, and many other smaller 
urban centres.

In the following days many other CPC EDAs expressed support through similar motions. 
On January 31, 2022, 35 Conservative MPs submitted a letter to the Conservative 
caucus chair, triggering the leadership review pursuant to the Reform Act. On February 
2, a vote by CPC Members of Parliament removed the party leader and Candice Bergen 
was announced as interim leader. 

After an active leadership race, a clear mandate was won by Pierre Poilievre with 68% 
of the points on the first round of voting.

The Foothills Board had the aim of helping to confirm a strong and united Conservative 
Party of Canada, and the compelling support behind Mr. Poilievre has demonstrated 
this. 

Karen Spencer 
Past President

COMMUNICATION UPDATE:

Our EDA has been very busy this summer. From our successful golf tournament 
fundraiser to the many other smaller events held throughout our beautiful riding.  
With all these events, we have decided to update our website to keep up with our busy 
team. We are excited to change our donation page to now include a monthly donation 
option. We are so excited to offer this to you, the Conservative Party Members. By 
having a monthly donation option, our members will no longer need to go into the 
website once a month to donate to our amazing Foothills EDA. We have made it so that 
you can pick your monthly donation amount to automatically donate to the EDA, with 
the options to change the amount or cancel if you see fit. We want to make donating to 
our EDA as easy as possible for you. With the great tax receipts, it’s never been easier 
to donate than now to such a strong cause.  
With these user-friendly changes, we highly recommend that you check out our website 
cpcfoothills.ca to keep up to date on upcoming events. We are also on social media. 
You can follow our Facebook page at CPC Foothills EDA and our Instagram handle  
@cpc.foothills to keep up to date with events that we are attending with MP John Barlow.
We are always looking for volunteers for future events. If you are interested in 
volunteering please email Birgit Broadbent at 403-995-1672 or birgitb@telus.net. 

The opinions expressed in 
individual commentaries are 
those of the authors and do 
not necessarily reflect those of 
the Foothills Forum or the 
Foothills EDA Board.

Useful Links

–  Conservative Party of Canada 
website  
https://www.conservative.ca/

–  Membership Renewal  
https://donate.conservative.ca/
membership/ 

FOOTHILLS EDA CALL FOR LEADERSHIP REVIEW 

CONTACT US CPC.FOOTHILLS@GMAIL.COM
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Foothills Officers
President Wade Nelson High River 
Contact Information:    (403) 899-0454 wade.nelson22@gmail.com
Vice-President        Debra Janzen High River 
Secretary Birgit Broadbent Okotoks 
Financial Agent Leigh Cassidy Calgary 
Member at Large Brian McGillivray Pincher Creek 
Member at Large Roger Taylor  Foothills County   
Member at Large      Karen Spencer Bragg Creek

Foothills Committee Contacts
Volunteer Recruitment: If you would like to volunteer for the campaign or in some 
other role see our volunteer form or contact Birgit Broadbent at 403-995-1672 and 
birgitb@telus.net

Membership: Is your membership current? Is it expiring soon? Not sure? Contact  
the Chair of the Membership Committee: Carrie Penner at 403-370-2726 or 
carriefischer21@gmail.com

Contact Us:
NOTE: Please contact us through the addresses immediately below or through 
the relevant committee contacts.  The Constituency Office is a public service 
supported by taxpayer funds and so cannot handle any donations, memberships 
or any other Conservative Party business. 

Foothills Conservative EDA EDA of Foothills website:
#14 900 Village Lane http://www.cpcfoothills.ca
Suite 305 Credit Card (Visa, MC, AMX, PayPal)
Okotoks, AB T1S 1Z6 now available for Memberships,
EDA E-mail: through our website or Donations and Foothills Event 
cpc.foothills@gmail.com Registrations

How to Contact John Barlow, Member of Parliament:

Foothills Constituency Office Ottawa Parliamentary Office
109 4th Ave. SW 310 Justice Building
PO Box 5448 House of Commons
High River, AB  T1V 1M5 Ottawa, Ontario  K1A 0A6

Telephone: (403) 603-3665 Telephone: (613)-995-8471  
Toll-Free:  1-866-636-9437  Facsimile:  (613) 996-9770
Facsimile:  (403) 603-3669 Toll Free:   1-866-636-9437 
 Email: through John’s website

From the Editor
If there is something in particular you would like to see added or if you have comments you would 
like to share with other readers, please contact:
Peter Fermor at (403) 938-2731 or fermorp@shaw.ca


